From the Power and piri 
and. pprobaticn 
thereof, according to our [everal Proportions o 
4 Ho. Spirit of Grace having freely vifited all Mankind, 


the rd hath had regard unto the low eftate of 


stingsof that Spirit which 


Life together, 1a 


feekstoDividerand lay Waffe the e of God, whom 


{peb: which ftands in the 


that Spirit. which. pivesZife; and.ovt Life, Peace 
Foy is increafed in the Lord one ‘toward another, where- 
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WWE are Living of Body which Chrift; 
Jef our Lord is Head, Glory to our God forever. - 
And we being turned to the Spirit of Grace and Light of > 


Chrift do believe in the Light, andare become Children of . 


his Light, of his Day, and fo Members of his holy Body, of 
which Chrift is the Living and Eternal heavenly Head ; and - 
by. the Spirit of Grace we are come into Fayour with God, 
and into the Orderof hisGofpel, and are his Daughters, Ser-. 
-vants and Handmaids; and we have a Heavenly propriety in 
the Light, Power and Spirit of Grace, andthe Gofpel; being» 
Heirs of the ae {o'by Grace we ate called into the Work | 
and 1 of :God dpd Jelus, hat. th hey, rec 

‘us in our’ Age and Generation, we 

from tlie Lord Jefus Chrift, the Rock of and 
Foundaiion of many Generations, who is. made unto, us_ 
—Wifdom ; and he hath enlightned. qur Spirits, which isthe 
Candle of the Lord, which his heavenly divine Light, which | 


_is the Life that is in Chrift, the Word by which all things 


ere made, that we might ; all fee and know the Will lof 
God, and‘do it, and: know our. feveral Works and Services - 
the Lord requireth. of us.in his Church, weare not to. put 
our Candles under. Bufhel,. ‘nor tq. hide our Talents in a. 
Napkin, as tlie floathful do; but we are to have Oyl in our. 
Lamps, like Wife Virgins to the Lord ; th pil 
are toburn, and our Lights are to fhine, that we may all 
fee clearly our: Work’and Service ; “namely; Fo help 
lies that,are Children} andiofeelthde theyare 
diligent: belts wthartheyar€ not 
Children to fome Imployment;’ as: fooh aS. they 
for the Truthi hath: live ‘beings People to. 
be: diligent 3 gn all things the ord. 
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our do in the: VVifdorn of God, will 
doi in Bamilies, in Truth and.Righteoufnels, and according 
tothe Families; and foare able, through the VV¥ifdom of 
God, to inftruct fuch as want Inftru&tion, and foare Helps — 
to them i in their Families: And as the Apdftle. faith, The 
Elder: Women are Teachers of good things, and infiruct 
and teach the. Younger to be Sober, and love their Husbands 
and Children, and. to be, difcrect, good and chafte, that the 
“Word of God be not blafphemed. 

So hereis a-gfeat and care Lies: upon. thefe Aged. 
“Women in. the’T ruth, who are to. teach; thefe good things, 
‘that the Younger be trained upin that which is good, fober 
-anddifcreet, chafte and virtuous ;. foto-be kept they 
Marry, and after they are Married, fober, and to love their | 
Husbands, :and Chile ren, and: ‘bring -them up ih -the 
the Lord, that the. Name. of the: Lord be not: blafpheimed.' 
Here we Aged Women in the Truth, have .a Gift'to,be 
exercifed in; and fuchacare lieth. that the Church 
Chrift be not fcandalized. 

And we have a.concern, as in Tito ‘relating to: 
es, both before and after they are. Marryed:;,.and 

Elderly Women in the Truth, are tobe. intreated as Mo- 
fo not to be Railed upon; and the Younger; as 
“Sifters, with all Purity, and. Widows,) that are .V-Vidows 
indeed, are to. be honoured.;. and if they have: Children; ot 
N ephews, let them learn firtt to fhew Piet y-or‘Kindnefs at 
Home, and to requite their Parents.and “for this 
is good and acceptable 

Now this is.a good Leffon. for. the VVidows, to iaftrva 
théir Children and, Nephews to-Practica ..Aind{o, we may 
fee fuch holy. VVomen,. that were.taken,, intowhe, Number 
and Society: In that days were to ‘be wel I reported for good 


~ { 
- 
7 
i 
> 
H 
e 
\ 
> 
if 
| 
' 
- 
} 
\ 
| 
= 
e 
> 
> 
. 


Works, Ledge Strangers, and Relieving the Add, andif 
fhe havediligenily-followed every good VVork; thefewere 
of the Number of good Women, that were taken into the = -— 
_ Number fer their: good Works and Service in the Church of 
that; weie recorded fortheir Works: and Service 
Now here is a diligent PraStice and Exercifeinthe Power 
and Spirit of God, -and to be diligent in every good Work and — | 
Service, To relieve the Afflidted, and to bring up Childrewin 
the fear of God ; and tobe Teachers of good things, and'Infiruttors 
of the Younger, that the Name of God be not Blafphemed. 

eae -$o here you may-fee the Apoftle was of another Mind 
than thofe perverfe corrupt Minds, full of Exvy and Strife, 


~ 


| ly, malicioufly and revilingly call the Womens Meetings an 
Idol and an Image; but fuch Raging Waves of the Sea have ” ly 
i. but foamed out theirown Shame; and manifefted they are mic 
_ -erred from. the Spirit of Grace, which God poureth forth | 
upon Daughters, Servants and Hand-maids, which have | 


received as well as Sons, and aretoimprovetheir Talents 3 
and meafure of the Gift of God, and sot to grieve nor quench i 
the holy Spirit, nor walk defpightfs ully againft the Spirit of Grace, 
as fome do, whereby we are fealed to the day of Redemp- 


Andconcerning Marriages, it being God’s joyning,andhis 
Ordinance, we Women in the Spirit and Grace of God,being — ig 
livng Members of the Church of Chrift,. do fee with the 
Spirit of God, our Service concerning Marriage, thatboth ==> 
Young and Old that profefs Gods Truth, may go together 
orderly, firft having their Relations confent; for many’ ss. 
times we having feen, and do fee more inthe Young 4 

People and Widdows State and Condition, than'fome of 
the Men, becaufe we are more am@hgft them ; foin that we. | 
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dare not nezic&t our Giftin che pirit of Wiftlom and Grace, 
Barexercife and improve it tothisgtory and honour, andin _ 
_ thar we aremeet Helps in rhe Spérzt of God, tothe Med, our 
Brethren; knowing that Male and Female are one in Christ; 
for the Unity and Fellomfbip of Sons and Daughters, Widdows — 
and Servants, {lands in the Spirit of God, and we in thefame 
‘Spirit know our great Service to lookafter and the Sick 
es affifting the 
Men,ourBrethren,to the placing out our poor Friends Children 
to Apprentices, and other good Servicesthat the Spirit. of God 
lead. th usto, and the practice of the pure Religion, and 


that want NVur/es to helpthem, and fometimes a 


thatall fuch-asdo profefs the Grace of' God, may live and 


valk godly, rightcoufly and foberly in their Lives and Conver[a- 
tion, all {uch as.protefs the Word of God may be Doers of the 
Word of God; forall that fear God and work are 
accepted with God. And. fo, the Aged\Women in the Truth 


‘were and are to be Teachers of fuch good things; but fuch 
wanton Women Or Widdows, that are Tale-carriers and bufie 
Bodies, that {peak things they ought not, and fuch Men that are 
in Envy and Strife, and are puft up with high {welling Words of 
Kasity, and vain unruly Talkers, Defpifers of them: that are good, 


having got into the. form of Godline/sy but ‘not in the Power : 


Such were in the Apoftles days, as well as now, reproved 


hy the Spirit of God, apd turned away from ; and we cannot 


receive their Chaff and Husks for. the Seed, -Wheat,. or the 
of Life; neither their Earthly fenfual Wifdom for the 
_ Wifdom of God; and therefore have feveral of fuch unruly ~ 
Spirits printed and written fo many flanderous réproachful 
Books againft us,and made difturbanec againft our Meetings, 
~ under a falf€ pretence, as thoughthey would call us to our 
own, it was in the beginning ; which if they themfelves 
kept to that that fir 
fhewed forth a quiet and meek Spirit, who under a pretence of 


‘convinced them, they- would. have 


calling People to their own, have drawn People trom their. 
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for wearecometoourLight, Spirit, Graeand Word 
Life, and Anointinawithia, whichis our own, which at 
firft convinced usy and which doth teach us to be Doers of 
Word of. God, and to live Rightéoufy, andtopraGticethie | 
true Religion ;, and,them that donot, thefpirit of the Lord - 
movethus, and teacherhus toadmonifhandexhortthemto 
fame the Evil, and cleave tothe Good; and them that oppofe 

the Practiceand Care, in théSpirittand Grace of God, of 
Menand Womeuin their Meetings, had they keptto.the Light, 

Grace, Truth and, Spirit of God, and Usttion within them, they 


would, have.been.one with us inthe fame, and in the pra: 


ree, the pure. Kezgiow, and intae Goaly Care for God's’ 
Honour; but. many of them are turned Mockers, Scoffers, 
Writers and Printers againft us, and are become vain Talkers. 
But. we leave them to: the Lord, to:deal with Acgording: to. al 
their; Words and: Works: And we: right-well know our: 
Sexvices,.. which. the Spirit of Grace hathited us: to in the: 
And-as to our orderly proceeding: toward Murriaze, we- 
fay.andafinm,.. the Maaand Monn both ought toappear at 
the Moxethly Meetizes, and Meetings for fuch Services, where 
weand.the Meq may hear What bothhavetafay, tharMen |. 
and Women may. not\be. wronged: ofjtheir:Children, and 
that,they areclear from.all ether Perfons, that the Meeting, 
andall others concerned, xray havefatisfadtion, inthat Life. 
‘ 7itnelfes, wath. to Godaad Man, -in our own: Gift of 
“Grace; im which God, hath; and'doth own us: And-all that 
write, and and /peahagaint our Praétice Gwhich the 
Spicét of Gragehath, led us to!in the Church of 
not, neither, are they of ,any-enedie-with us 
putpathe Breaft-plate of Faith aud, Love; and the’ 
Salyation, fo dup defires are, Thit whatever | 
‘things. azep we, vertuows, lovely, fober, honeft, and of good 
an 


(7 
hat every, one may. which makes for. Pewee, 
and that may: ftudy ‘to be: wiet, and do the Lords. 
finefS ‘in nis it and Power. their own in Truth. and 
Righteoufnefs, and walk as Children of the Light, ia the day 
of Chrift, and in meeknefs inflrutt them that oppote them- 
felves, If ‘God peradvegture them Repentance to the. 
knowledgment of, the Tyath; G. another with holy. {s.of- 
Charity, Peace be wih you ‘are in Christ Ye[us, “A 
Rom.16. 1 Cor. 2 Cor.13.22. Pet.5.24. 
Now this hely Kifs of Charity is wanting, and not tobe. 
found, nor expected from, them that do not walk in the Spi- — 


ana. with thers me Low. Labourers, 


he 


Names are written in the Book 


the 


to dood a 
“'Lord,* & ton ho. made aug 
vants ‘and Handmaide by pirit of God,in the 
we Fellow though, we be abfent iscbody 


by the: pititual Eye do e.and behold, “and rejoyce in our 

we.haye a communionin the Holy. Ghioft, both Sons 
hd Da and if any: thing theiMen dote that is: more 


Women and to look into, they Wolet us 
‘yas Sifters inthe Truth; and if any thing we 

te that is more proper for the Men, than for us, then:we let. 
them. know as our Brethren 1 in the Truth ; fo in this 
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tO asK.it OF WhO Piveth liberally, aad 
take counfel of him who.is nigh unto you, and walk worthy 
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